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problem. A novel and untoward development was the fanatical determination of the empress to devote herself to the service of the dynast}' and of the nation. Her blind acceptance of Rasputin's guidance and the total domination she exercised over her consort produced a situation that might well have appeared incredible had it not been established beyond a shadow of doubt by the correspondence between Nicholas and Alexandra Fedorovna.2 The empress, writing in un-idiomatic and ungrammatical English, incessantly urged her husband to be "more autocratic" and '4to show his mind." It did not occur to her that these admonitions were incompatible with the tsar's meek compliance with her own wishes. Guided by Rasputin, she imagined herself to be an instrument of Providence.
In August, 1915, the tsar assumed the command of the army. This fateful decision was partly due to his romantic concept of the duties of kingship and partly to the pressure brought to bear upon him by Rasputin and the empress. Alexandra Fedorovna feared the popularity of the Grand Duke Nicholas Nikolaevich with the troops and quite unjustly suspected his loyalty. She greeted the assumption of the high command by the emperor as the opening of a "glorious page" in his reign and in Russian history, and she prophesied that his critics would soon be forced to realize the "great wisdom" of his decision. Meanwhile she was eager to fill the place left vacant by the emperor's absence from Petrograd. £4I long to poke my nose into everything . . . to wake people up, to put order into all, and unite all forces/' the tsarina wrote in September, 1915. Nicholas warmly encouraged her ambitions. "Truly, you ought to be my eyes and ears there in the capital, while I have to stay here/' he wrote a year later. "It rests with you to keep peace and harmony among the ministers—thereby you do a great service to me and our country. ... I am so glad . . . that you have found at last a worthy occupation/7
The enthusiasm of the emperor for Alexandra Fedorovna's interference in the affairs of state was not shared by the majority of his ministers and by the leaders of the Duma and public opinion. In the late summer of 1915 the council of ministers had among its mem-
2 The Letters of the Tsaritsa to the Tsar, 1914-1916, with an introduction by Sir Bernard Pares (London, 1923); The Letters of the Tsar to the Tsaritsa, with an introduction by C. H. Hagberg (London, 1929). Pertinent excerpts from this correspondence are quoted in M. T. Florinsky, The End of the Russian Empire (New Haven, 1931), Chap, III, and in Sir Bernard Pares7 The Fall of the Russian Monarchy (New York, 1939), passim.

